
READING AND WRITING
AT PJS

‘MORE THAN ANY OTHER SUBJECT, ENGLISH – AND
ESPECIALLY READING – GIVES PUPILS ACCESS TO

THE REST OF THE CURRICULUM AND IS
FUNDAMENTAL TO THEIR EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS.

(OFSTED, 2022)



HERE’S THE PLAN...

THE
IMPORTANCE
OF READING

WRITING AT PJS

READING AT PJS

YOUR ROLE IN
THEIR SUCCESS



WHY READING
MATTERS...

TO THE INDIVIDUAL, IT MATTERS EMOTIONALLY, CULTURALLY
AND EDUCATIONALLY; BECAUSE OF THE ECONOMIC IMPACTS
WITHIN SOCIETY, IT MATTERS TO EVERYONE. (DFE READING

FRAMEWORK, JULY 2023)

‘WHEN WE READ FICTION ESPECIALLY, WE CREATE NEW PATHWAYS IN OUR
BRAIN’

‘...THE INTUITIVE ABILITY TO STEP OUTSIDE OUR OWN HEADS AND SEE THE
WORLD FROM OTHER PEOPLES POINT OF VIEW.’ (RITA CARTER, TED TALK,

2018)



THE IMPORTANCE OF
READING

OECD - ‘pupils who were ‘highly engaged in reading’ were
significantly above the international average; those who were
‘poorly engaged’ scored below it. This was the case whatever their
family’s occupational status. 

Extensive international research shows that being a frequent reader
is associated with a range of academic, social and emotional
benefits. Far more than pleasure is at stake. (DFE Reading
Framework, July 2023)

‘READING - A SHAREABLE
WORLD OF POWERFUL
HUMAN CONNECTION’.

(MICHELLE KUO, THE
HEALING POWER OF

READING, 2018)

BUT DOES READING REALLY MAKE A DIFFERENCE?



THE MILLION WORD GAP

 ...BUT WHY DOES
HEARING SO MANY
WORDS MATTER?

AND HOW DO WE ENCOURAGE THEM
TO READ? FLUENCY IS KEY...



NOT FLUENT
Reading is slow and laborious.

Comprehension is extremely
difficult.

Less likely to engage in reading
and have significant barrier to

learning.

Reading is automatic and
comprehension is easier.

More likely to engage with
reading.

More likely to read for pleasure
and become life-long readers.

FLUENT



FLUENCY



FLUENCY AT PJS

Assessing Fluency

HOW CAN WE MOTIVATE THEM TO READ FLUENTLY?



NUMBER OF CLASS READS

(2-3 READS/WEEK)

SILVER
450 READS

Reads need to be signed
in diaries each day ready
to be added to the total

on a Friday.
(1-2 READS/WEEK)

BRONZE
300 READS

If they achieve Gold in a  
half term, they will earn a

class reward. 

Each class will have a
Class Running Total. There will also be a

winning class of the week
who win a bonus slot on

the playtrail. 

CLASS REWARD

GOLD
600 READS

(3-4 READS/WEEK)

READING REWARD SCHEME
EVERYTIME A CHILD READS AT HOME, THEY WILL BE

ADDING TO THEIR CLASS RUNNING TOTAL.



SCHOOL

LIBRARIES

BORROW BOX

AUDIBLE

BOOK SHOP

CHEAP/SECOND 
HAND BOOKS

FIRST NEWS/THE WEEK



WRITING AT PJS
‘WHEN PUPILS MOVE ON FROM THINKING JUST IN
TERMS OF TEXT TYPE, THEIR WRITING OPENS UP,

WITH MUCH MORE POTENTIAL FOR RICHNESS,
VARIETY AND AUTHENTICITY.’ (JAMES DURRAN)



TRADITIONAL TEACHING OF WRITING
 Promotes a ‘writing-by-numbers’ approach.

Limit the scope of what pupils might achieve.

The success of a piece of actual writing can only be measured by how well
it communicates or achieves its purpose for its intended reader, not by
whether it contains specified ingredients.

Feedback – at the end or while drafting and editing – can therefore tend
to focus just on whether specific elements are included, rather than on
how effective the writing is at achieving its intended purpose.

WRITING AT PJS



TEXT DRIVERS

WRITING FOR A PURPOSE
Each writing journey has a given purpose, form and audience and
everything revolves around the desired effect on the reader. They last
between 2-3 weeks - two per half term.

These texts are very carefully chosen for the effect they have on their
readers. 

Writing journeys are based around quality texts used a models.

WRITING JOURNEYS



DURRAN GRID ENABLING CHILDREN TO WRITE FOR A PURPOSE WITH THE READER IN MIND

EVERYTHING
COMES BACK TO
THE EFFECT ON

THE READER.

CAREFUL AND
CONSIDERED

VOCABULARY
CHOICES.

FEATURES USED
FOR A SPECIFIC

PURPOSE.



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

ENCOURAGE
THEM TO READ

SIGN THEIR
DIARY

MODEL FLUENT
READING

FLUENCY
ACTIVITIES

FIND THEIR
AUTHOR

DISCUSS
VOCABULARY

SPELLINGS

ASK THEM! 



THANK YOU FOR
LISTENING! 

Don't hesitate to ask any questions!


